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~ education ~
Oklahoma State University

In Clinical Psychology Doctoral Program (APA accredited)
Expected Doctoral Graduation, December 2006 

Current Ph.D. GPA: 3.814
Dissertation Chair: Maureen A. Sullivan, Ph.D.

Dissertation Title: A Comparison of Posttraumatic Distress related to Seasonal Natural Disasters in Tornado Exposed and Non-exposed Children

Master of Science in Psychology, December 2003
M.S. GPA:  3.629

Thesis Chair: Maureen A. Sullivan, Ph.D.

Thesis Title: Effects of Seasonal Natural Disasters on Posttraumatic Stress Symptoms, Coping Strategies, and Attributions

Bachelor of Arts in Psychology, May 2001

Honors College Degree

Honors Thesis Chair: Maureen A. Sullivan, Ph.D.

Honors Thesis Title: Factors Related to a Change in Religious Behavior among Young Adults

Departmental Honors Award in Psychology

General Honors Award

Overall GPA: 3.581

Major GPA: 3.814

Minor: History

Minor GPA: 3.921

GRE scores: Analytical – 800, Quantitative – 650, Verbal – 590, Subject - 580

~ professional memberships ~
Association for the Advancement of Behavior Therapy

- Disaster and Trauma Special Interest Group

- Computers and High Technology in Behavioral Practice Special Interest Group

American Psychological Society

Psi Chi National Psychology Honors Fraternity

Golden Key National Honors Society

~ awards ~
Graduate Research Excellence Award recipient, Master’s level (2004)
Phoenix Award Finalist for Outstanding Master’s candidate at OSU (one of three finalists; 2003)

Outstanding Teaching Assistant, OSU College of Arts & Sciences (2002)

Outstanding Senior Award in Psychology, OSU College of Arts & Sciences (2001)

Top Ten Senior nominee, Oklahoma State University (2001)

~ scholarships, grants, & fee waivers ~
Robberson Summer Research Fellowship (2004; $2000)

Graduate & Professional Student Government Association Travel Award (2004; $160)

OSU Psychology Department Travel Award (2004; $50)

Dean’s Graduate Tuition Waiver (2001-2004; $8300)

Robberson Graduate Student Travel Award (2003; $240)

Graduate Student Incentive Award (2001-2002; $1000)

Robert C. Byrd Scholarship (1997-2001; $6000)

Regents Distinguished Resident Undergraduate Tuition Waiver (1997-2001; $6000)

Grace Coker Ferrell Scholarship (1997-2001; $1600)

OTAG Grant (2000-2002; $2000)

Psychology Club Scholarship (2000-2001; $250)

Pell Grant (1999-2001; $3625)

Marvin K. Klemme Scholarship (1997-1998; $1000)

~ activities ~

Member, College of Arts & Sciences Student Technology Fee Committee (2004-2005)

Mentor in the Research Experience for Undergraduates (REU) Program (2002-2004)

Chair, Travel and Transportation Committee for Psychology Interview Weekend (2002 & 2003)

President, OSU Psychology Club and OSU chapter of Psi Chi (2000-2001)

~ manuscripts ~
Lack, C. W., & Sullivan, M. A. (in preparation).  Long-term distress in children exposed to a natural disaster.

Abramson, C. I., & Lack, C. W.  (Editors; in preparation).  Psychology Gone Astray:  A Selection of Racist and Sexist Literature in Psychology.  To be published as a special double issue of The Journal of Mind and Behavior.
Lack, C. W., Knight, L. A., & Sullivan, M. A. (in preparation).  Frederick's Reaction Index: Further examination of psychometric data.

Lack, C. W., & Abramson, C. I.  (in preparation).  Interactive materials for teaching history and systems of psychology.

Knight, L. A., Lack, C. W., & Sullivan, M. A. (in preparation).  Trauma Attribution Checklist: A brief measure of children's attributions.

~ poster presentations ~
Lack, C. W., & Sullivan, M. A.  (2004, November).  Long-term prediction of posttraumatic distress in tornado exposed children.  Poster session presented at the annual meeting of the Association for the Advancement of Behavior Therapy, New Orleans, LA.
Lack, C. W., Sullivan, M. A., & Knight, L.. A.  (2004, November).  Frederick’s Reaction Index: A further examination of psychometric properties.  Poster session presented at the annual meeting of the Association for the Advancement of Behavior Therapy, New Orleans, LA.
Leffingwell, T. R., Lack, C. W., & Boczar, M. J. (2004, March).  High-risk drinking prevention among college students: Year one.  Poster session presented at the annual Oklahoma Center for the Advancement of Science and Technology Health Research Conference, Oklahoma City, OK.
Lack, C. W.  (2004, January). If you build it properly, they will come: Increasing student use of course websites.  Poster session presented at the annual meeting of the National Institute on the Teaching of Psychology, St. Petersburg Beach, FL..
Lack, C. W., & Sullivan, M. A.  (2003, November).  Effects of seasonal natural disasters on posttraumatic stress disorder symptoms.  Poster session presented at the annual meeting of the Association for the Advancement of Behavior Therapy, Boston, MA.
Lack, C. W., & Sullivan, M. A.  (2003, November).  Coping and posttraumatic stress symptoms in children exposed to a natural disaster.   Poster session presented at the annual meeting of the Association for the Advancement of Behavior Therapy, Boston, MA.
Lack, C. W., Morales, B. L, Haala, K. A., Michaluk, L. M., & Abramson, C. I.  (2003, November).  Interactive materials for the teaching of history and systems of psychology.  Poster session presented at the annual meeting of the Southwestern Teachers of Psychology, Seguin, TX..

Lack, C. W.  (2001, April). Factors related to a change in religious behavior among young adults.  Poster session presented at the annual meeting of the Oklahoma Psychological Society, Edmond, OK.

~ lectures & workshops ~
Lack, C. W.  (2004, September).  How to make your poster stand out – in a good way.  Invited workshop presented as part of the Psychology Graduate Student Association Workshop Series, Oklahoma State University, Stillwater, OK.

Lack, C. W.  (2003, April).  Holy archetypal symbols, Batman!  A superheroic introduction to Carl Jung.  Invited lecture presented as part of the Psychology Undergraduate Research Colloquia Series, Oklahoma State University, Stillwater, OK.

Lack, C. W.  (2001, April).  Factors related to a change in religious behavior among young adults.  Lecture presented at the annual Honors Research Colloquium, Oklahoma State University, Stillwater, OK.

~ online resources ~

Abramson, C. I., Onuki, Y., Sato, T., & Lack, C. W. (2004).  A Brief Guide to the History of Japanese Psychology.  Available at http://psychology.okstate.edu/museum/japanese/index.html
Abramson, C. I., & Lack. C. W. (2003).  Charles Henry Turner: Contributions of a Forgotten African-American to Scientific Research.  Available at http://psychology.okstate.edu/museum/turner/ turnermain.html

Abramson, C. I., Page, M., Benbasset, D., & Lack, C. W. (2002).  Women in Psychology.  Available at http://psychology.okstate.edu/museum/women/cover2.html

~ clinical experience ~

Psychological Associate, Psychological Services Center, OSU (August 2001 to present)

Supervisors:  Drs. John M. Chaney, Douglas J. Scambler, Thad R. Leffingwell, & Cynthia M. Hartung

Conducted psychotherapy on clients ages 8 to 53, with problems ranging from anxiety, depression, and chronic pain to ADHD and other behavior problems.  I was also a co-therapist for two groups designed to improve children’s social skills, one with 4-year-olds and one with 8- to 10-year olds.  Performed psychological assessments on children and young adults for a variety of reasons, including intelligence testing, ADHD and LD evaluations, and diagnostic testing for disorders such as Asperger’s Disorder and schizophrenia.  Also completed initial intakes on new clients to the center.  From August 2004 to the present, I have also been involved in peer supervision, which includes assisting new graduate students (1st and 2nd year) with assessments, interpretation of measures, and performing co-therapy.
Neuropsychology Practicum Student, Department of Psychiatry & Behavioral Sciences, OU Health Sciences Center (August 2003 to May 2004)

Supervisor:  Dr. James Scott

Performed neuropsychological testing on patients ranging from 5 to 81 years old.  Assessments were conducted for numerous reasons, including dementia, memory difficulties, organ transplant evaluation, Parkinson’s disease, leukemia, and pre- and post-operative assessment of functioning.  Duties included performing the assessments and writing reports.

Psychological Associate, Marriage & Family Clinic, OSU (August 2001 to August 2003, August 2004 to present)

Supervisor:  Dr. John M. Chaney

Conducted couples therapy with dating, engaged, and married couples.  Worked under a live-supervision model, in which my peers and supervisor observed sessions, with feedback incorporated immediately into session.

Habilitation Training Specialist, Gatesway Foundation (June 1999 to January 2000)

Worked with developmentally disabled individuals, teaching them how to live and work in the community with as little help as possible.  Included teaching living skills such as money management, social skills, how to live independently, anger control, and doing recreational activities. 

~ current research projects ~

Normative Reactions to Natural Disaster Threat in Oklahoma Children
Supervisor: Dr. Maureen A. Sullivan

In progress dissertation research, comparing children exposed to tornadoes with those unexposed in order to evaluate the degree of normative PTSD symptoms in groups under a significant threat of natural disaster.  Also under examination are factors that contribute to maintaining distress.

A Computer-Based Intervention for High-Risk Drinking in College Students
Supervisor: Dr. Thad R. Leffingwell

In progress grant-funded research that will develop and test an interactive, multimedia intervention for college students at risk for binge drink; my duties on the project include designing and programming the intervention, assisting in video production, and testing of the software.  Currently, we have completed the intervention and begun the randomized clinical trial.
Native and Non-Native Oklahoman Reactions to Tornado Threat
Supervisor: Dr. Maureen A. Sullivan

In progress research examining the differences in how native Oklahoman adults and non-native adults living in Oklahoma react to the pervasive threat of a natural disaster (i.e. tornadoes) during tornado season.

~ previous research projects ~

Revaluation of the Psychometric Properties of the Reaction Index

Supervisor: Dr. Maureen A. Sullivan

Compiled a database consisting of five separate research projects and then statistically analyzed the psychometric properties (e.g., factor analysis, validity, reliability) of the Reaction Index, a measure of posttraumatic distress.

Effects of Seasonal Natural Disasters on Posttraumatic Stress Disorder Symptoms
Supervisor: Dr. Maureen A. Sullivan

Longitudinal Master’s thesis research that examined possible seasonal effects of natural disasters on anxiety and PTSD symptoms in 8-12 year olds, while also examining the possible roles of attribution, media exposure, and demographics.

Factors Related to a Change in Religious Behavior among Young Adults

Supervisor: Dr. Maureen A. Sullivan

Honor’s thesis research that examined the factors which influence change of religious faith among young adults.  Recruited subjects, analyzed data, and wrote a paper detailing my work and conclusions.

Aftereffects of Toxicity as Determined by Rate of Planarian Movement

Supervisor: Dr. Charles I. Abramson

Designed and implemented a study examining the effects of various toxicity levels on the movement rate of the common flatworm Turbellaria.
Child Behavior Research
Supervisor: Dr. Maureen A. Sullivan

After completing a training program, coded continuous and discrete data on both parental and child interaction for five hours a week, and learned reliability estimation.  Attended weekly lab meetings in which topics such as research in child behavior and how to apply to graduate school were discussed.
~ teaching experience ~
Teaching Assistant, Human Sexuality & Social Psychology
Supervisor:  Dr. William S. Scott

TA for two classes, each of which had 50 students.  My duties included grading exams, giving lectures on naturalistic observation assignments, and gathering survey data using a course website.
Tutor, University Academic Services
Supervisor:  Dr. William S. Scott

Tutor for the Introduction to Psychology courses, where I held test material reviews the weekend before each test for all students who wished to attend.

Instructor, Introduction to Building Webpages (Summer 2003 & 2004)
Supervisors:  Dr. Melanie Page & Dr. Sherill Stone

Instructor for two different science academies for junior high students.  I taught students how to design and build webpages (available at http://psychology.okstate.edu/ssa/) over the course of two weeks, spending approximately 35 hours with the students.  I also developed an interactive CD-ROM for the students that included all of their webpages, information about the academies, and photographs.

Teaching Assistant, Cognitive Assessment (Summer 2003)
Supervisor:  Dr. Larry L. Mullins

TA for this graduate course, in which I was responsible for four students.  My duties included demonstrating how to administer various intelligence tests, developing and grading weekly quizzes, and grading completed test protocols both after the tests were administered and during in vivo situations.

Graduate Instructor, Introduction to Psychology (Fall 2002 & Spring 2003)
Supervisor:  Dr. William S. Scott

Instructor for two sections each semester (approximately 160 students total), where I lectured for six hours a week on various topics in psychology, including neurobiology and learning.  I also developed and maintained a course website (available at www.caleblack.com), held office hours, and developed examinations.  Overall instructor evaluation of 3.9 (4.0 scale)

Teaching Assistant, Human Development & Psychology of Human Memory (Fall 2002)
Supervisor:  Dr. Celinda Reese

TA for two classes, each of which had 40 students.  My duties included grading exams, as well as giving feedback on and grading writing assignments.

Lab Instructor, Quantitative Methods (Spring 2002)
Supervisor: Dr. James Grice

Instructor for two lab sections, where I lectured for up to four hours a week on how to use SPSS 11.0, a statistical analyses program, as well as performing hand calculations of statistical formulas.  Overall instructor evaluation of 3.9 (4.0 scale).

Lab Instructor, Experimental Psychology (Fall 2001)
Supervisor: Dr. Richard Potts

Instructor for two lab sections, where I lectured for four hours a week on how to write papers in APA style, interpret statistical data, and the design and implementation of experiments.  Overall instructor evaluation of 3.8 (4.0 scale).

~ recent employment history ~
Departmental Webpage Developer, Psychology Department,(January 2003 to present)
Duties included building course web pages for OSU Department of Psychology faculty, redesigning/maintaining the departmental website (available at http://psychology.okstate.edu/), and implementing and running a new web-based tool for scheduling experiments using the undergraduate subject pool (http://experimetrix.com/okstate/).
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