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The Same Title (No Longer than 12 Words) Summarizing the Main Idea(s) 

Open with an operational definition of what it is you will be writing about. If it’s Ancient Astronauts, then tell me what that is – include when the phenomenon was first seen, where it is usually done, who does it/believes in it, who brought it to public attention, and so on. Pretend that the person reading this paper would have no idea about this topic and bring them up to speed on it.

Next, you will want to detail the claims, evidence, and assumptions of this topic. In other words, what do people who believe in Bigfoot, alien abductions, etc. say about this? What evidence do they give to support their beliefs? Is there any scientific evidence out there that supports it?

Third, examine it from a scientifically skeptical viewpoint. Tell me what researchers, scientists, and other skeptics say about it. How do they counter the claims of believers and their evidence? Are there experiments examining this topic? In this section and the section above, be sure to include which of the six principles of critical thinking discussed in class (i.e., extraordinary claims, falsifiability, Occam’s razor, replicability, ruling out rival hypotheses, and correlation vs. causation) are violated/supported for the topic at hand.

Finally, what do you think? What is your reaction to all the evidence presented by both sides? Did your opinion and belief change over the course of doing the paper? 
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