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: ; Revised Religious Fundamentalism Scale Composite
measuring these factors in college students. 1. God has given humanity a complete, unfailing guide to happiness and

salvation, which must be totally followed.

2. No single book of religious teachings contains all the intrinsic,
fundamental truths about life.

3. The basic cause of evil in this world is Satan, who is still constantly and
ferociously fighting against God.

4. Itis more important to be a good person than to believe in God and the
right religion.

5. There is a particular set of religious teachings in this world that are so
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Discussion

Method Previous research has indicated that Protestant
fundamentalists are likely to obtain less education than
their non-fundamentalist peers (Altemeyer & Hunsberger,
1992; Beyerlein, 2004; Burton, Johnson, & Tamney, 1989;
Darnell & Sherkat, 1997; Sherkat & Darnell, 1999) and are
less likely to enter a scientific field of study than are others
(Ecklund & Scheitle, 2007; Larson & Witham, 1999). The
goal of this study was to examine the construct of
intelligence itself rather than a proxy measure. No
difference in intelligence was found between individuals
who subscribe to fundamentalist beliefs and those who do
not. Also, intelligence scores of those who reported a strong
religious faith did not differ significantly from those who did
not.

Comparative Analysis
Descriptive statistics for the intelligence test results of the
HF and LF groups are presented in Table 4. A one-way
ANOVA was conducted to test for significance of differences
between the LF and HF groups on intelligence measures.
Verbal, Performance, and Full Scale TQs were evaluated, as
were individual subtests. No significant differences were
found between the LF and HF groups on these intelligence
measures. Pearson Product Moment correlations were also
run to test for significant relationships between variables.
No significant correlations were found between any of the
variables of interest in this study (the religion scales and
intelligence scales). The SCSORF was found to have a
significant relationship with the RRFS (r = .701, p = .000)
and CFS (r = .691, p = .000). SCSORF scores were not
significantly correlated with intelligence measures.

Participants
A predominantly female (68%) sample of 216 students
was drawn from a small, state university. Respondents
ranged in age from 17 to 54, with the mean age being 20
years old. Most respondents (48.4%) reported that they
were in their first year of college, 30.7% were
sophomores, 10.7% were juniors, and the remaining
10.2% were seniors. The majority of participants self-
identified as Caucasian (88.9%), with African-Americans
and Latinos making up 4.2% and 3.7% of the sample,
respectively. The overwhelming majority of participants
reported being either Protestant (74.3%) or Catholic
(11.7%). Approximately 66.8% reported that they were
members of a church. Most respondents reported
attending religious services more than once a week
(25.7%) or once a week (25.7%).
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true that you can't go
message that God has given humanity.

6. When you get right down to it, there are basically only two kinds of
people in the world: the Righteous, who will be rewarded by God; and
the rest, who will not.

7. Scriptures may contain general truths, but they should NOT be
considered completely and literally true from beginning to end.

8. To lead the best, most meaningful life, one must belong to the one,
fundamentally true religion.

9. “Satan” is just the name people give to their own bad impulses. There
really is no such thing as a diabolical “Prince of Darkness” who tempts
us.

10. Whenever science and sacred scripture conflict, science is probably

right.

The fundamentals of God's religion should never be tampered with or

compromised with others’ beliefs.

12. All of the religions in the world have flaws and wrong teachings. There
is no perfectly true, right religion.

One of the most obvious limitations of this study is that the
sample was drawn from a college population. This is
problematic because of the abovementioned research
showing that as a group Protestant fundamentalists have
characteristically low educational attainment. Another
drawback in this study was the small number of
participants. Post-hoc power analyses indicated that the
sample would have needed at least 81 participants per
group in order to detect a small effect size (0.20). Future
& research should include a larger sample size from a more
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Measures
All participants completed a series of questionnaires that
included a demographic questionnaire, the Santa Clara
Strength of Religious Faith Questionnaire (SCSORF; Plante
& Boccaccini, 1997), the Revised Religious
Fundamentalism Scale (RRFS; Altemeyer & Hunsberger,
2004), and the Copeland Fundamentalism Scale (CFS;

Procedure
Participants were recruited from undergraduate psychology
classes and were compensated with extra course credit for
their participation. Consent forms and questionnaire
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